
Group Show Featuring Athens Music Photographers, Athens Musicians, Athens Venues 

Tiny ATH gallery will open its doors for the first opening of 2020 on Jan. 24 from 6 p.m. until 9 
p.m. The exhibition, entitled “Concerted Photos,” features the photographic works of local 
photographers Chris McKay, Stefan Eberhard and Nolan Terrebonne. 

The criteria for this photography exhibition included: photos that were taken by Athens 
photographers, of Athens bands, in local Athens music venues. Seeing as two of the three are 
local musicians themselves, this task was well-received when gallerist Camille Hayes put out 
the call.  

Both McKay and Terrebonne moved here in the mid-nineties when the music scene called 
them here. McKay says after being here a quarter of a century, he hopes he’s a true Athenian 
now!  

McKay’s favorite part of the creative process is “Creating something from nothing (with a song) 
or capturing a moment in a way that others wouldn't have (with photography).” He says it’s the 
“best possible bonus if others enjoy the work.” 

Aside from his photos of Athens legends like the B-52s and R.E.M., McKay says it’s rarer for 
him to do as much local music photography these days. “[However,] I'm always thrilled when I 
can get those acts into national publications,” said McKay. While he still prefers to play over 
shooting photography, McKay admits that he doesn’t feel like he’s really listening to or seeing a 
show anymore when he doesn’t have a camera. He’s come along way from the twelve-year-old 
kid sneaking cameras into concerts. 

Originally from Orleans Parish, Terrebonne said that when he moved here, Athens reminded 
him of a cleaner smaller version of NOLA. When asked what kept him in Athens over the years, 
he stated: “Everything in my life that I have accomplished was started right here.” From his 
years in bands within the Athens hip-hop scene, Terrebonne loves playing, but has come to 
love photography just as much. 

“I get just as much enjoyment shooting as I do playing or listening. I definitely listen 
regardless. I feel that is a big part of photographing bands,” said Terrebonne. “It was music 
that led me to all aspects of photography.” While he enjoys the show and the work of 
photographing the show, Terrebonne also enjoys being alone and listening to the bands while 
he’s editing their photos. 

Arriving on the Athens scene a decade before McKay and Terrebonne, Eberhard had been 
developing his love of photography into a more professional practice while raising his two 
daughters and working at the University of Georgia. He is an award-winning amateur 
photographer with interests in many areas of photography, including landscapes, nature, 
macro, science, abstracts and concert photography. After going digital in 2004 with his D750, 



Eberhard said he was able to open the doors to a more creative approach to photography for 
himself, including concert photography. 

“Through photography I can nurture my cravings for a creative outlet,” said Eberhard. 

All three of the artists enjoy shooting in all of Athens’ venues, as they each have unique spaces 
and stages. McKay says the way the photography goes comes down to the artists mostly. 
“When Conner Tribble was around, you'd always get great stuff with him. The same with 
Michael Guthrie Band and Casper And The Cookies. Of Montreal has always been a fun 
challenge because they make you work for it with crazy lighting and staging,” McKay said. 

The Jan. 24th Music Photography opening is one of two group shows happening at tiny ATH 
gallery in 2020. The next one will be Feb. 21 and features three local textile/fabric artists; 
Barbette Houser, Heather Elisabeth and Paula Runyon. Starting in 2020, each show will remain 
up the following week for limited gallery hours Monday through Thursday, and all works will 
be for sale at that time as well. For the most up-to-date hours and times, please visit 
tinyathgallery.com or follow the space on Facebook @tinyAThgallery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“I'm grateful to and for everyone who makes an 
effort. Not just in art, not just in supporting the local 
scene, but everyone who does anything to make our 
community a better place. Athens is very special and 
we're all extremely fortunate to be here,” said 
McKay. 

 

How long have you lived in Athens and what is it about Athens that has kept you here over the 
years? 

I've been in Athens since 1994, so we've lived for a quarter-century now, which is way longer 
than I've lived anywhere else. “I hope I'm a full Athenian by now!” said McKay. 

1. Do you have a favorite venue to photograph in? A favorite Athens band to 
photograph? 

I don't think there's a favorite venue. It's really down more to artists and lighting, or even the 
particular night, for me. When Conner Tribble was around, you'd always get great stuff with 
him. The same with Michael Guthrie Band and Casper And The Cookies. Of Montreal has 
always been a fun challenge because they make you work for it with crazy lighting and staging. 
Photographing local artists is actually more rare for me than photographing major, 
international artists. Because of this, I'm always thrilled when I can get those acts into national 
publications. I'm pretty sure that some of the first national live shots that went out of Drive-By 
Truckers (to Pollstar Magazine) were mine. Obviously, my photos of B-52s, R.E.M., etc., have 
been published worldwide, but it's the smaller acts that I'm happier to see get some attention.  

1. Do you prefer to be playing, shooting or listening to shows? (You can have 
more than one answer w/ explanation :)) 

I prefer to play. Even moreso since I can't do it like I did before because of issues following a 
car wreck a couple of years back. Whenever I can play, I feel at home. That being said, I enjoy 
all of them, though I will admit that I don't feel like I'm really listening to or seeing a show 
anymore when I don't have a camera. After nearly 2 decades of shooting, that's part of the 
concert experience to me.  

1. Which came first, your love of photography or music? Was one a product of the 
other? (Please give me a bit of an intro into how you became a photographer) 



Music. Always music. When I first started going to concerts at 12, I would sneak a cheap 
camera in. Very few were worthwhile, of course. My entire life has been centered around 
music and I can't imagine that ever changing.  

 

In your opinion, please sum up the Athens music scene in a sentence.  

 

The Athens Music Scene is family.  

 

Please give your one sentence thought about the Athens art scene, or do you feel 
they're too intertwined to do so? 

 

I don't know as much about the art scene from direct experience, but from what I've observed 
around my artist wife, I've seen a lot of that same love and support.  

 

What's your favorite part in your own creative process? 

 

“Creating something from nothing (with a song) or capturing a moment in a way that others 
wouldn't have (with photography). And it's the best possible bonus if others enjoy the work,” 
said McKay. 

 

“I'm grateful to and for everyone who makes an effort. Not just in art, not just in supporting 
the local scene, but everyone who does anything to make our community a better place. 
Athens is very special and we're all extremely fortunate to be here,” said McKay. 

 

 

 

Stefan Eberhard is an award-winning amateur photographer with interests in many areas of 
photography, including landscapes, nature, macro, science, abstracts and concert 
photography. 



Through photography I can nurture my cravings for a creative outlet. 

- I moved to Athens in late 1985, and never left. I worked at UGA for 33 years and raised two 
beautiful daughters. 
 
- Photography has been a hobby for me since high school. In the mid 90’s it developed slowly 
into a more serious pastime by purchasing the newly-released Nikon N70 film camera. When 
the digital age came upon us, I went digital in 2004, with a new D70, then a D300 and now a 
D750 
 
- Digital photography opened the doors to a more creative approach to photography for me, 
including concert photography. 
 
- Once my daughters were grown up, I had more time to go see shows, and be part of the 
music scene in the many wonderful venues around Athens. My camera became a constant 
companion for several years. 
 
 
 
1. I moved to Athens in late 93/early 94. I have lived here on and off for 26 years. I moved 
here like most musicians because of the music scene and friendly rent at the time. What kept 
me here was, this was the hub for my band at the time. We were on the road a lot and Athens 
was just a good place to have as home for us. Like I said friendly rent was the main point, but 
all of our friends that helped us get our start was here as well. Originally from Orleans Parish, 
Athens reminded me of a cleaner smaller version. Less trash on the streets and no fish or 
sulfer smell. Although I kind of miss that at times and my family. I fell in love with Athens. No 
matter how far I moved over the years, Athens has always had a place in my heart. It 
continues to be a good place for artist, except the rent is not that friendly anymore. Guess that 
is part of a growing city. Everything in my life that I have accomplished was started right here. 
Way to many things to list why I love Athens. 
2. I don't think I have a favorite venue to photograph in. I dig them all, some more than others 
for lighting reasons, but I try not to box myself in at all. Every place has its own vibe and 
identity and I dig that. I feel the same way about the bands I shoot, hired or not. I have 
enjoyed other bands more than others, but as a photographer it is not about my likes or 
dislikes of music when it comes down to getting the work done. To me that is. I am not there 
to be a critic. I am there to work. Again no box. I am pretty wide open to music. 
3. Of course playing would be sweet, but knowing that I am not in the light is cool too. I get 
just as much enjoyment shooting as I do playing or listening. I definitely listen regardless. I 
feel that is a big part of photographing bands. 
4. They have kind of came hand in hand, but it was music that led me to all aspects of 
photography. Even in my bands I always had a camera or vid camera to document all the 
happenings. In those days there was no internet. I wanted to make sure we documented. If for 
anything to see and hear what we could do better live. later on down the road I had a small 



record label here, nothing crazy, but it was one of many that helped make some sort of 
headway for the hip-hop scene here, Along side of producing and writing songs I took all the 
photographs for the CD covers and promos.That is when I started thinking more on it. A few 
more years down the road and a dark time, my camera was the light at the end of the tunnel 
for me. It helped me stay sane in those times and still does. Just shooting to shoot. Really was 
not until Randall Bramblett hired me that I was like, well I guess I may be doing something 
right. At that moment I figured to make that my most important passion. All because you only 
rely on yourself and anything that goes wrong, you are the only one to blame.  Been 
continuing on ever since. Gives me peace I guess. 
5. More open than it has ever been. 
6. My favorite part of my creative process, Enjoying a show and photographing. Also being 
alone listing to the band while I edit. 
7. Just want to have fun and do what I love like the majority of the human-race. I still find it 
strange to label myself as anything... 


